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he mark of a good quilt used to be perfectly matched points and small. even
stitches. Today, technique has moved
into the background. Color and design are
more important, says art professor Joanne
Alberda. Yet. she is quick to admit, almost all
quilters still secretly check whether other
quilters' points actually do match.
Alberda became interested in quilting
nearly fifteen years ago, almost by coincidence. She enrolled in a design workshop at
the University of Minnesota that used quilting
as its medium.
"1 have always liked to sew. and after that
workshop 1 became excited about the color
and design possibilities in quilting," she says.
The instructor, Jan Meyer, today an internationally known quilter and author. shared the
results of color studies she had done by dyeing fabric and creating quilt patterns for her"
master of fine arts program. Alberda was
hooked. Fifteen years later, in addition to
teaching full-time, she has made nearly fifty
quilts, started several others, and envisions
many more.
"1 usually have about three quilts at some
stage of completion," she says. "Ideas form in
my mind as I work and teach." Her ideas
come from art or the world around her. Right

now. as a result of studying the work of
Bridget Riley, she's enthused about what she
can do with stripes. She has been inspired by
birds flocking overhead on their way south.
One quilt, made several years ago and titled
Swallow's Roost, was created after seeing
cliff swallows nest in the mud banks along a

river.
"To stay original I look beyond quilting
books," Alberda says, although she admits
that she buys many of those anyway. Ideas
often come from the art history courses she
teaches. Her latest dream is to explore threedimensional quilt designs. The possibilities
are endless, she says.
But even though Alberda has a host of
ideas for quilts, they don't always tum out
exactly as she envisions them. "In my mind

-

they are all truly wonderful," she says. But
sometimes the original idea doesn't turn out
quite as well in fabric as in her imagination.
"Sometimes the fabrics 1 thought I would use
don't work. I often have to change along the
way, experimenting and thinking as I go.
That's part of what makes it so much fun."
"Fun" might not be the word some people
would use to describe sewing fifty quilts. Just
the thought of piecing hundreds of shapes
together, never mind worrying about color
and design, is enough to daunt many. But
Alberda says making the top is never tedious.
Yes. it takes a lot of time. but she does a little
bit each day, and watching it come to life is
worth the work. '''It's a bit like having a
baby," she says. "You forget the pain once
you see the result."
There's another way in which quilting is
not what it used to be, Alberda says. "Nobody
quilts today because they have to make bedcoverings." Many quilts are hung rather than
used. And although traditional hand quilting
is treasured, fewer people do it anymore.
Rotary cutters and grid cutting boards have
made tracing patterns and cutting with scissors virtually obsolete. Speed techniques for
cutting and sewing have greatly decreased the
amount of time it takes to piece a quilt. New

Continued on page 2
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Quilting combines the best of traditional
craftsmanship and contemporary design
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Continued from page 1
sewing machines that provide reliable,
even feeding of the fabric and handle
large bundles of material have made
machine quilting the chosen option for
many quilters,
Nevertheless, the art of traditional
quilting continues to have a significant
impact on quilting, says Alberda. "There
really are two quilt worlds today: skilled
quilters who use traditional patterns and
artists who are interested in designing
something new or using the quilt medium
for personal expression," Alberda says.
Both influence each other. She speaks
appreciatively of the local quilt club, of
which she is a member, that is made up
of both types of quilters. "These women
are part of the reason I stay so enthused
about quilting," she says. "We are a support group that really appreciates what
one another does."
She continues, "The whole quilt movement is so much like a family. Quilters
share patterns, ideas, and tips." This is in
stark contrast to most artists who are very
protective of their ideas, fearing someone
may steal them, she says. It creates a
wonderfully healthy atmosphere in which
to work. She believes quilting's history as
a very communal activity has shaped this
environment.
Alberda feels she has a foot in both
worlds. "Because traditional quilting has
such a rich history, I like to incorporate it
into my designs," she says. "I am fascinated by blocks and repetition. It's like
visual music." But she wants to put her

own mark on those designs. "Copying a
pattern is a bit like coloring in the lines:
there's a limited amount of yourself you
can put into it."
For the most part, few of Alberda's
students have followed her example,
although the design ideas they generate
could make some fantastic quilts, she
says. "Sewing is still considered a
female thing to do, and fewer women
sew today." But making a quilt also
takes a great deal of time, something
students don't have enough of. A few
have taken up the challenge, and others
may pick up the ideas and use them later
in life.
In the meantime, Alberda will continue to shape her ideas into quilts and add
to the stack of twenty-five colorful artworks that are draped over a bed in her
basement. A few hang in her daughters'
homes, a couple grace the walls of
friends' houses, one or two at a time go
up on the walls in her own home,
and several may be on display in
a local building or gallery. She
doesn't often sell them. "I can't
whip up a show in a year when
I'm teaching full-time," she says,
so she hangs on to them, even
though she has had an architect
tell her to contact him anytime
she wants to sell. She's not in it
for the money. In fact, quilting is
a rather expensive hobby for her,
she says, adding, "I make quilts
because it makes me happy."

From the President
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Promoting diversity is essential and challenging
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cannot expect to
effectively increase
diversity if there is
only a partial effort
in that direction,
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tnhe last issue of the Voice I wrote
about the six challenges in Dordt's plan
for 1994-95 and beyond, indicating that
one of the challenges is to increase diversity. In doing so, I observed that while
Dordt remains committed to unity of perspective, it also desires to increase diversity
on campus.
This can and will be done by increasing
the number of women and minorities on
staff, recruiting a more diverse clientele,
and enhancing the cross-cultural and global
component of the curriculum.
Since the beginning 'Of the semester there
have been many events reminding us of
this challenge: W. Wilson Goode, former
mayor of Philadelphia, delivered the president's convocation address "The Christian
College in a Multi-Cultural Society";
Dolphus Weary of Mendenhall, Mississippi,
spoke on "The Challenge of Not Choosing
for Others"; discussions in the CoCurricular Committee focused on the place
of women at Dordt College; and the work
of the Intercultural Affairs Committee continued.
In addition, as part of the Fall Faculty
Lecture Series, there was a panel discussion
chaired by Professor David Schelhaas,
dealing with multi-culturalism at the
Christian college. I was privileged to participate in that panel, along with faculty,
students, and others from the community. A
large crowd of faculty and students attended and engaged the panel in a lively
discussion, focusing primarily on the

recruitment and retention of a more diverse
student clientele.
A number of conclusions emerged from
the meeting.
To begin with, it was clear to all that the
promotion of diversity is commanded. As
indicated in the 1991 task force report on
Global/Cross-Cultural
Education, Dordt
must be guided by the principle which recognizes that
Through Christ and the Spirit, God
redeems sinful and diversified humanity
(Revelation 1:12-18 and 5:6-14). Sharing
in this reality of divine grace, we want to
develop a Christian view of higher education with a ... global and cross-cultural scope.
This means that we not only may, but we
must seek to increase diversity.
Further, the commitment to diversity
must be total. It will not do to diversify in
one area and not in others. For example,
the college is committed to recruiting a
more diverse clientele, a more diverse student body. If that is to happen, and if the
college is to serve the needs of that clientele, then at least the faculty and the academic program must reflect a measure of
diversity as well. The college cannot expect
to effectively increase diversity if there is
only a partial effort in that direction.
At the same time, there is no doubt that
to increase diversity will be difficult.
Presently the college and the community in
which it is located are characterized more
by uniformity than by diversity. It will not

be easy, given our present situation, to
attract minority students to Dordt College.
As Dolphus Weary stated in a class session,
"Dordt College will be able to diversify
only ifit really wants to."
The difficulties involved make clear that
we will face significant obstacles as we
attempt to diversify. We must not and will
not seek to avoid our responsibilities in this
regard, but we must recognize the challenges. A more diverse student body may
bring needs in the area of financial aid, orientation, tutoring, counseling, perhaps even
special (not separate) housing and foods, all
of which could strain already limited
resources. We must and will weigh the need
to diversify against the need to maintain
academic excellence while making a Dordt
education financially feasible for all Dordt
students.
A move to diversify can also be perceived
as dangerous. Very often, as it was noted in
the panel discussion, the call to diversify is
interpreted as a call to compromise, to commit the college to a diversity of confessions,
principles, perspectives, or world views. This,
of course, may not occur. As Dordt College
works to diversify, it will remain, as always,
committed to the biblical, reformational
Christian perspective that is clearly set forth
in The Educational Task of Dordt College.
At the same time, it is that very perspective-biblical, reformational, and Christianthat clearly commits us to and must guide us
in meeting the challenge to diversify at
Dordt College.
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In memory

Rev. u.: Haan:
Heaven and Earth will pass away, but my
words will never pass away.
-Matthew
24:35
n

my sixty-sixth birthday I attended
the funeral of the Rev. B.J. Haan,
friend, colleague, former mentor, and chief
uplifter of sagging spirits. At this stage in
life the difference of eleven years between
our respective ages doesn't appear to be all
that great.
We were both more than thirty years
younger when we met. I answered Dordt's
advertisement for a history teacher, without
ever really thinking I would leave the
Pacific Northwest. Furthermore, I didn't
even think B.J. would really take seriously
a letter of inquiry from a virtual unknown.
But during that interview, 8.J. made me
feel at home and I sensed a dynamism that
made me want to be a part of Dordtthough not for longer than five years, I told
him. B.J. had an unshakeable faith in and a
boundless optimism about the future of
Dordt College that was infectious.
Somehow he seemed to know that this fiveyear attitude would dissipate. He had a
wiser and deeper insight into the workings

O

of human nature than most of us ever realized.
Now, after thirty years, I remember him
for his unwavering dedication to a
reformed perspective in education. Even
though I had been involved in Christian
education for nine years, the insights that
he possessed were new and challenging to
me.

ince his death, I have been asked often,
"What is the legacy of Rev. Haan?' In
response I have referred to his emphasis on
the biblical teaching of covenant and kingdom, that with royal authority God pro-

S

claims his covenantal claim on His creatures.
This theme was reflected in his entire
ministry. In his preaching Rev. Haan proclaimed a God who is sovereign over all of
life. He dealt with young people as children
of the covenant. He promoted Christian
schools because he believed that covenant
children require training for the kingdom
life. He worked for the establishment of
Dordt College not only to train teachers for
the Christian school, but because he was
convinced that young people, no matter
what their calling, needed "scripturally-oriented" higher education.
But there was more: radio station KDCR
for the proclamation of a God-centered culture; the Association for Public Justice to
seek justice for all, including the poor and
needy; and, to mention one more, Dordt's
Agriculture Stewardship Center in recognition of the lordship of Christ over agriculture.
In light of all of this I was pleased to see
the following statement on the program for
Rev. Haan's funeral: "If any task we have
performed in our li ves can help bring about
a greater commitment to and labor for the
coming of Christ's kingdom on the part of
coming generations, it will have been worth
the effort."
-Dr. J.B. Hulst, who succeeded Haan as
president when he retired, considers
Haan his friend and mentor.
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B.J. also had an inexhaustible supply of
goodwill and tolerance toward those who disagreed with him. He was a man of principle,
but not inflexible. I recall one incident in the
70s. He was offered an honorary doctorate
from Potchestroom University. Because of
Potchefstroom's support of apartheid, the
Dordt faculty believed it would not be in his
best interest or that of the college for him to
accept the award. B.J. announced that he
would respect the wishes of the faculty and
refuse the offer. We can only surmise how
deeply disappointed he must have been to
have that honor slip away. There is a happy
ending, however. Potchefstroom later
changed its position on apartheid, and when
the university again offered B.I. Haan the
doctorate, he accepted with the best wishes of
the faculty.
Not long ago, I saw a photo of Rev. Haan
standing beside the auditorium that now bears
his name. The frailty of old age that had
replaced youthful exuberance contrasted with
the seeming strength and permanence of the
building. Rev. Haan is gone and the building
remains. Yet, by the grace of God, he built
something that will outlast every brick in
every building on campus. The educational
principles grounded in God's Word, fostered
by Haan, and taught by Dordt's faculty will
be passed on from generation to generation
until Christ's return. Heaven and earth (and
people and steel) will crumble, into dust, but
God's words will never pass away.
Our generation is passing, but Haan's
legacy lives on.
-Dr.

Louis Van Dyke, a member of Haan's
church and long-time faculty member,
retired from the Dordt faculty last sprins.

"A

nd may God bless you all abundantly." And he did, in many ways,
through the man who pronounced that
blessing as a closing to his daily radio spot,
"Observations." Who could ever forget the
sincerity of those blessings, the warmth of
his greeting, or the force of his message?
I recognize those blessings as I consider
the education I received at Dordt. While I
recall Rev. Haan as a man who seemed to
be everywhere and know everyone, I also
remember being impressed with his intense
love for Christian education. My perception
of Rev. Haan has never changed: he was a
leader who became a blessing because of
his love and work for Christian education
at Dordt College. The fruit of his labor
lives on. I give thanks daily for the Godcentered education my own children now
receive at Dordt College.
The impact that Rev. Haan had on
Christian education exceeded the boundaries of Dordt's campus. My work gives me
opportunity to witness the effect that Rev.
Haan had on education as it takes place in
many of our Christian day schools-the
Sioux Center Christian School being a
prime example. Rev. Haan never missed an
opportunity to help the Christian community understand that Christ's call to discipleship was a call to action and Christian
education is therefore essential, rather than
a nice alternative.
B.I. Haan's legacy lives on. May God
continue to "bless us all abundantly."
-Jack Schreurs, a J 973 alumnus of
Dordt, two of his children are currently
Dordt students. Schreurs is principal of
the Sioux Center Christian School.

Memories of his presidency
and reflections on his legacy
•

he Rev. B. J. Haan, founding president of Dordt College, died on
December 8, 1994, of congestive heart
failure.
Haan, while he was minister in the
Christian Reformed Church, was a
leader in the movement to found a
Reformed, Christian junior college in the
Midwest in the early 50s. After Dordt
College opened in 1955, he served as
acting president while continuing as pastor of Sioux Center's First Christian
Reformed Church. In 1959 Haan was
appointed full-time president and continued in that role until 1982.
Under Haan's leadership, Dordt
College grew rapidly, from thirty-five
students in 1955 to a peak enrollment in
1978 of 1218. (Current enrollment is
1156.) Founded to train teachers for
Midwestern Christian schools, the college added some forty majors during
Haan's years, including business administration, social work, engineering, and
agriculture.
Haan was born in Sully, Iowa, on April
24,1917. He is survived by his wife
Deborah and their six children.

T

Rev.

Haan never

missed an opportunity
to

help the Christian

community understand
that Christ's call

to

discipleship was a call
to

action,

"

haveconsidered B.I. Haan to be one of
my closest friends. I was on the board
when Dordt College was in the making and
many decisions had to be made. I have
admired him for his vision and determination to see things through.
My wife and I have shared many hours
together with the Haans over the years. And
since I am twelve years older, I had always
thought Rev. Haan would speak at my funeral. However, "God moves in mysterious
ways, His wonders to perform." To God be
the glory.

I

-John Bonnema, one of the founders of
Dordt College, is a businessman from
Prinsburg, Minnesota.
Rev. Haan was president
of Dordt College for
twenty-three years.
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On campus

Focus on Africa offers look into other cultures
everal events on campus this fall contributed to an International Fall Focus
on Africa. University of Iowa professor
of art Christopher Roy began the series by
sharing his knowledge of the forrning and firing of African tribal pottery.
Internationally recognized South African
artist Aleta Michaletos was the second guest.
Michaletos, who was in the United States to
receive a prestigious award at the United
Nations, gave presentations on her work for
both classes and the public. Her work,
"Rebirth," was selected for a limited edition
of art prints featured as United Nations stamp
issues. With this award, Michaletos joins the
ranks of other distinguished artists such as
Salvador Dali, Marc Chagall, Andy Warhol,
and Victor Vasarely who have been so honored.
Impact International, a theatre troup from
Uganda, performed "The Guest of Honor" in

S
Michaletos,

who

was in the United
States to receive a
prestigious award at
the United Nations,

the BJ. Haan Auditorium. The group used a
blend of dance, storytelling, and drumming to
teach and entertain. In their performance,
African cultural traditions met modern world
issues as they deait with racial conflict. The
group's aim is to make audiences aware that
there is more to Africa than Rwanda or South
Africa. They want people to know that there
is an Africa of music and laughter and dancing, and most of all, hope for the future.
On November 14, Dr. Ockie Raubenheimer,
a pastor in the Dutch Reformed Church of
South Africa, spoke to the college community
about his country. Raubenheimer, who is
serving as campus pastor while Rev. Donald
Draayer is on doctoral leave, described the
history of the situation in South Africa and
the challenges facing the country today. He
also shared something of the cuiture, including some special foods the audience could
enjuy.

The semester concluded with the
Raubenheimers and the college food service
preparing a South African meal in the commons for all student boarders. All six members of the family manned the serving lines as
students sampled Cape Chickenpie and
Yellow rice, "Potjiekos" (stew) and a cornmeal dish, broccoli and carrots, coleslaw,
Roly-poly, vinegar pudding, and ice cream.

gave presentations on
her work for both
classes and the
public,

"
Impact International, artists from Uganda, came to DonIt's campus In November. Tbe group
gave members of tbe audience a compelling view of Ugandan society.

Flashback

Campus Capsules

D

early one hundred high school students
attended the annual Improvfest sponsored by the Dordt theatre arts department on
November 18. Students and their teachers
spent the morning in workshops. During the
afternoon they were divided into groups and
given two hours to prepare a five-ten minute
presentation for the whole group. Amidst
much fun and laughter, actors enacted a scene
loosely based on a familiar fairy tale. A variety
of awards were given to both individuals and
teams for their performances.

N
From the boxes of photos in our storeroom,
comes this photo from earlier years. Know
anyone? Write and tell us about it.

his past November, English professor
Lorna Van Gilst and three Dordt College
students attended a writing and arts festival in
Wichita, Kansas. The conference, titled
"Spanning the Gap: The Artist's Calling," was
sponsored by the Milton Center and by
Image, a journal of the arts and religion.
Students Brian Huseland, Jennifer Dyke, and
Luke Schelhaas enjoyed the opportunity to
meet and interact with well-known authors
like Annie Dillard, Luci Shaw, and Philip
Yancey.
The three-day conference included a number of workshops, speakers, and readings.
Topics ranged widely to include fiction and
poetry writing, music, visual arts, and screenwriting. Van Gilst appreciated the quality of
the sessions, describing them as good times to
affirm people's artistic gifts.
For Brian Huseiand, senior elementary education major, a real highlight of the weekend
was hearing Annie Dillard talk and read from
some of her works. He says, "She's an incredible writer and a very genuine person, and in
that sense an authentic model of a Christian
writer."
Huseland explains that the title of the conference, "Spanning the Gap," referred to the
unwelcome dichotomy of "faith" separated
from "real life." Students heard firsthand
from professionals about how they struggle to
integrate their faith and their writing or art.

T

r. David Lyle Jeffries spent two days on
campus speaking and leading workshops
on "Postmodernism and Christian Higher
Education" and "Postmodernism, Literature.
and the Christian Reader." Jeffries' visit was
funded in part by a grant from the Iowa
Humanities Board. Jeffries, a professor of
English at the University of Ottawa, is the
author of many books, articles, poems, and
short stories.

December 1994
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Theatre sports provides great
Friday night entertainment
he Comedy League is the latest
Friday night entertainment hit on
campus. It is also the source of lots
of laughs. Teams of four ask the audience
for a place or situation, then using that
information improvise a story. They have
dozens of games to choose from. One is
the countdown game. After actors recei ve
their situation from the audience, they
improvise a short skit, then redo the skit in
half the time, and finally enact it even faster
still. Another game is called alphabet
soup-s-each actor who speaks must start his
first word with a letter of the alphabet, and
conversation shifts back and forth from a to
z. The results are hilarious, and the audi-

T

enceloves it.
Rebekah Sanford is co-ordinator of the
Comedy League. She learned how to organize such a group from Sharon Daggett,
who tours the country sharing information

about improvisation. Rebekah works with
the teams, teaching them techniques and
giving them pointers. Even though the
actual improv itself can't be practiced,
much time is spent working on team
dynamics and ways to introduce games to
get audience participation. Rebekah also
tries to help actors loosen up and get over
the fear of rejection.
At present, there are three teams of four
involved in the Comedy League, and two
more interested in joining. Two teams compete each time, for both laughs and a $25.00
prize. The actors have a great time and
benefit from a wonderful acting experience.
Rebekah is getting good experience, too,
since she is considering leaching improv
after college. But, sometimes it's so much
fun that she'd rather be doing the acting
herself.

Van Dykes set up new scholarship
he Louis and Tina Van Dyke History
Scholarship will be awarded for the
first time this spring. Sophomores
and juniors majoring in history are eligible
to apply for the award for their junior or
senior year.
Van Dyke, who retired from the faculty
last spring, says he decided that because
history scholarships are sometimes hard to
come by, they would have to come from
people like him who have had a life-long
love for the discipline.
"Dr. Nick Van Til set up a scholarship for
Dordt students when he retired, and I
thought it sounded like a good thing to do."
"Besides," he adds, "we've been a part of
this place for over thirty years, we had to
leave something behind."
To fund the new award, the Van Dykes
set up a trust fund, with the interest used for
the scholarship. It has no restrictions based
on financial need and, although it is not
automatically renewable, a recipient could

reapply. The account is still open, says Van
Dyke, giving them or anyone else the
opportunity to add to the trust, thereby
increasing the amount awarded each year.

P

D

T

oetry needs to be read and students who
write poetry did just that on Sunday
evening, November 13. Poems about people and
running and dogs and friendship filled an enjoyable hour. Many of the students were members
of Dr. Mike Vanden Bosch's poetry class.

D

ecember weekends were filled with theatre productions on campus. The
advanced acting class, under the direction of
Professor Simon du Toit presented "Queens"
written by French Canadian poet Normand
Chaurette. It is the story of six members of
the noble families close to the throne of
England in the 15th century. The drama, dealing with the struggle of six women who want
to be queen, presented the audience with a
dramatic and contemporary vision of life in
1483 England. The production will be entered
in the Kennedy Center American College
Theatre Festival.
Student directed one-acts filled the
evenings of December 9 and 10. Five students directed six plays: junior John Van Dyk,
"Cages;" senior Sheila Rasmussen,
"Patchwork Quilt;" junior Rebekah Sanford,
"The Problem;" junior Sara Modderman,
"Stonewater Rapture;" and junior Mark Du
Mez, "Words, Words, Words" and "Variations
of the Death of Trotsky."
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Snack Bar lends a touch of home
impy burgers, tornados, fries, and
chicken strips are high on the list
of students' favorite foods from the
Dordt Snack Bar. With a smile, a number of
students also take advantage of the Canadian
coffee offered (it's brewed extra strong).
Hedy Van Bruggen, who runs the Snack
Bar, enjoys interacting with the kids who
come in at various times throughout the day.
"Everybody has their own time," she says.
Many come for breakfast or lunch. In the
afternoons and evenings, the Snack Bar is frequented by students in search of relaxation or
a quick study break. Around 10:00 or 3:00,
it's also a good place to sit down and chat
with professors who drop in for coffee.
The students who always seem to be in the
Snack Bar have nicknamed it "Mom's Place."
"Mom" Van Bruggen likes seeing regulars
come in. "We know that they enjoy the atmosphere," she says. The large screen r.v. and
new furniture are conducive to relaxation, and
the ladies in charge are noted for their friendliness. Kathy Taylor, one of the regulars, appreciates Van Bruggen's efforts to learn the names
of students who often visit and says the Snack
Bar is a good place to sit and talk with friends.

W

Weary challenges students to
bring racial reconciliation
uilding bridges and breaking down
barriers are crucial to racial reconciliation, says Dolphus Weary, director of
Mendenhall Ministries in Mendenhall,
Mississippi. He used these images to speak
about the challenge of ending racism when he
visited campus on November 3 and 4.
During his visit, Weary gave an evening
lecture, spoke in chapel, visited classes, and
ate lunch with the leaders of several outreach
groups on campus. Students who plan to go to
Mendenhall over Spring Break on PLIA welcomed the chance to make direct contact with
Weary beforehand.
Dolphus Weary relates very well to college
age young people. "He has a casual, effective
way of engaging the minds of students-very
down-to-earth," says Ron Rynders, director of
career development. Through his speeches
and conversations, Weary gave his audience a
list of "ways to bridge the gap between
races." His list included exposure to other
cultures' literature and music, and making an
effort to know people from a different culture.
Kirk Vander Pol, a senior at Dordt, was
happy to see Weary interacting with Dordt
students and speaking about racism. "Book
knowledge will only get you so far," he says.
"You need relationships with real people over
real issues." He believes that often our attitudes to other cultures are largely based on
ignorance, and that speakers like Dolphus
Weary can give us a better understanding of
the fullness of the body of Christ,
Spurred on by Weary's message, a number of
students have planned a presentation for
President Hulst and the Administrative Cabinet,
suggesting specific steps for Dordt to take to
address the issue of racism and stress the
importance of cross-cultural communication.

B
ordt College is featured in a full-page
profile in the fourth edition of Peterson's
Choose a Christian Col/ege. The guide highlights the eighty-eight member colleges of the
Christian College Coalition and includes
application deadlines, tuition and fees, undergraduate profiles, academic programs, studyabroad programs, financial aid information,
athletic oppqrtunities. and people to contact.
"People seem to be rediscovering Christian
liberal arts colleges," says Dr. Karen
Longman, of the Christian College Coalition.
"Five printings of the 1992 edition undoubtedly made a positive contribution to the
encouraging enrollment trends in our member
colleges this fall." Peterson distributed more
than 32,000 copies of the 1992 edition. The
guide is available in bookstores or by calling
Petersons at 1-800-338-3282.

A

tl

lmost every Friday an average of fifty to
sixty high school students visit campus
to find out if Dordt is a place they'd like to
attend. There is also another way to find out
about campus. The admissions office produced a new video this summer to show what
a Dordt education is like. If you'd like to
learn more, call the Admissions Office at
l-800-34DORDT (343-6738).

Through
his speeches and
conversations,

Weary

gave his audience a
list of "ways to
bridge the gap
between races."

"
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Wilbur Draayer prepares
to hand over the job of
grounds supervisor
or Wilbur Draayer it's time to put
away the mowers and hoes and take
out the plows and shovels. But this
may be the last time he does so. Because of
Parkinson's disease, Draayer is gradually
ending his duties as grounds supervisor at
Dordt College.
Thirteen years ago Draayer came to Dordt
after selling his nursery business. Since
then he has been responsible for flowers and
trees as well as snow and trash removal on
campus. In between, he and his crew of

F
Students

like

working with Wilbur
because he is always

workers maintain motors on the machinery

right in there working
with them,

"

they use and keep the residence hall water
softeners supplied with salt.
"You know," he says, "we go through two
and a half semi loads of salt in a school
year. That's a lot of salt to lug."
Draayer says he has enjoyed his work
because there is so much variety from one
time of the year to another. That doesn't
mean he always loves getting up at 2:00
a.m. to clear snow before students and faculty start moving around on campus or that
he doesn't sometimes feel that
mowing is a never-ending job.
Yet, looking over the years, he

1""------------------,

has fond memories.

Draayer's favorite job is planting and tending the flowers that
cover Dordi's campus every summer. He begins already in January
planting some varieties. "I try to
pick flowers that bloom early and
long," Draayer says, which means
he plants many petunias and other
common annuals. But, at the
same time, he experiments with
new plants each year. Sometimes
they become regulars; sometimes
he decides not to use them again.
Another big part of Draayer's job
during fair weather is trimming
the many trees on campus. In the
early years, many bushes and
trees were planted to separate the
campus from the fields that surrounded it and to serve as windbreaks. Some were planted too
close and have needed trimming or removal.
"I've taken down probably 200-300 trees
over the years," says Draayer. CUlling
down trees has not always been appreciated
by everyone. "But the library was sur

Wilbur Draayer (<euter) works wItb Harlan MoDen............
take over biB position, aud workstudy ··olstant
....,
rounded by poplars planted eighteen inches
apart. They had to come down," he says. He
has also, however, planted hundreds of new
trees and bushes.
"Students like working with Wilbur
because he is always right in there working
with them," says Stan Oordt, Dordt's physical plant director. "He doesn't send them off
to do things he doesn't do himself."
Over the past thirteen years ten to twelve
students have reported to Draayer for work
each semester. During the summer another
eight work full-time on the grounds crew.
Because of rigid EPA and OSHA regulations
this means many hours of safety training.
Students need instruction in safety procedures before they can operate a lawn
mower, for example. Other safety regulations and procedures must also be taught
and closely monitored. "It's morc work than
hiring a full-time person, but it gives the
students an opportunity to earn the money
they need," Draayer adds.
Ryan Raines, who has worked for Draayer

will

for three years describes him as a fatherly figure who always takes the time to do things
right. "We talk and he always has an opinion
on things," Raines adds. He is appreciative
of the time they've worked together.
And Draayer also appreciates the students, even though he says they haven't all
learned responsibility when they begin. "I
sometimes have to make sure that they
come in on time, but I haven't had much
trouble. In fact, we get to be pretty good
friends," Draayer adds,
Draayer will miss certain elements of his
work, but he will miss the camaraderie of
the entire maintenance crew even more.
"We have one of the best working crews
possible," he says. "Everyone gets along
and takes pride in their work. When you
need an extra hand people are always willing to stop what they're doing to help out
for a moment. There are no slackers here,"
he says proudly. And according to Oordt,
that includes Draayer. He's as hard working
and loyal as the rest.

Academic Skills Center expands program for learning disabilities
nthe past, students with learning disabilities didn't seriously consider attending
college. Today, with improved elementary and high school programs to meet the
special needs of these students, more are
enrolling.
Students with learning disabilities might
have difficulty reading or writing. They
could be blind or deaf or have a disability
that makes class attendance difficult. In
most cases, these students have a normal or
above average ability to learn, but have
problems with a certain aspect of education.
Dr. Rick Eigenbrood, in cooperation with
the Academic Skills Center director Pam De
long, has worked for several years to develop a program to meet the needs of such
students. The assistance comes in different
forms. Professors are sometimes asked to

I
Our

program,

while it has grown
over the years, is
continuing to
improve,

"

provide notes for their lectures, to make
allowances for spelling mistakes, or to give
part of a test orally, depending on the particular student's area of need.
"The profs on this campus are outstanding," says Eigenbrood. "We gct so much
cooperation. They are always on the lookout
for students we might be able to help."
Fifteen students are currently receiving
help through the program, though he says
even more could benefit from assistance.
The results are gratifying. Eigenbrood can
name students that wouldn't otherwise be in
college who are now juniors and seniors. He
credits increasingly developed programs in
Christian elementary and high schools that
allowed these students to succeed and want
to try college.
The assistance Dordt offers to learning
disabled students is about average when
compared to colleges in general, says

Eigenbrood. It is slightly above average for
small colleges of 1000 to 3000 students, but
Dordt isn't content with the program yet.
"Our program, while it has grown over the
years, is continuing to improve," he adds. In
fact, next year he hopes a part-time person
will be hired to coordinate the program.
The new position would involve working
closely with the Academic Skills Center
tutors, with professors, and with students. A
key component to being successful, however, is to have students identify their learning disabilities early in the college application process. Such advance notice allows the
staff to set up a program to meet individual
needs.
Helping students with disabilities is a priority for Eigenbrood, whose career began
working with children with special needs.
"We're very committed to doing what we
can to help them be successful," he says.
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Writing students "Think Visually"
keep it tight. In fact, he says, communicating by showing instead of saying is a good

S

tudent writers in Dr. James Schaap's
Advanced Expository Writing class
received a new challenge this year"think visually." For the first time this year
Schaap asked his students to nut only write,
but also video tape for one of their assignments.
"Kids today are so used to technology
that I thought it would be fun to have them
do a profile that forces them to tell their
story both through writing and film," he
says.
Putting together a good news feature

exercise

requires the same basic elements

video profile together.
"You need to think video as soon as you
think of your idea," "Editing begins when

as any

good writing: you need a good thesis. you
need to explain it well, and you need to

for writers.

Thinking

visually adds

concreteness to writing. Besides, with the
increasing influence of media on our culture, all people should know more about
how to use the technology, Schaap adds.
But despite Schaap's confidence in students' technological abilities, he had little in
his own. So he enlisted the help of Rick
Hofman, a news anchor at KELO TV in
Sioux Falls and Judeka Drogt, a reporter
from KTIV in Sioux City. Hofman and
Drogt each spent a day in class giving students a whirlwind

introduction

to putting a

you step out of the door with the camera,"
"What's your point-be able to capture it in
one sentence," "Don't let the video distract," and "Tell all sides of the story," were
just a few of the tips given by an energetic
Drogt as she described the process and rattled off ideas she might use in a particular
story,
Hofman added his advice, "Don't use
information you can't support with video,"
"Shoot wide and then zoom in," "No jump
cuts," "Follow your instincts on a story."
Students were excited about the possibilities at first, says Schaap, with a smile.

But

before long the technology started to overwhelm. They found it was harder to get
good footage than they thought, and editing
became a major obstacle. As the semester
wore on, two senior communication majors,
Dan De Boom and Carole Storteboom,
helped Schaap's students with their editing
on the college's computerized video editing
machine. That took away some of the stress,
says Schaap, "But they still weren't too

Communicating
by showing instead
of saying is a good
exercise for writers.
Thinking visually
adds concreteness
to writing.

happy with me at some points in the

semester."
"Although students were somewhat disappointed with the technical quality of their
work, they came up with some wonderfully

"

creative ideas, and that was a good experi-

ence in itself," Schaap says. Students did
features on Dordt's organ, the track coach,
intramurals, the housing situation, how

Dordt spends money, the Date Rape Trial,
and the new choral conductor,

among other

things. "They found the stories, they just
need more technical expertise,"

he says.

Schaap intends to learn more about video

taping and editing himself this summer
before he repeats the assignment next year.
But he's convinced it's a good idea and will
continue to use it.

Ag department hosts liberal arts agriculture faculty at conference

D

ordt is one of a small number of liberal arts colleges in the United
States that offers a major in agriculture. Of the others, many were represented

on Dordt's campus in early November

for a

conference titled "Education for Sustainable
Agriculture in the Information Age."
On November 3 and 4, Dordt hosted agriculture faculty from ten other schools that
make up a consortium of liberal arts colleges with agriculture programs. Many of
these schools are Christian or have religious
roots giving them a strong commitment to
service.

"Many of the faculty in these programs
think along similar lines:' says Dr. Chris
Goedhart, who coordinated the conference.
"We all believe agriculture is an important
part of the educational enterprise. Food is
fundamental for everyone and the relationship between land and people is one of the
big issues in our society."

The consortium began five years ago
when Berea College in Kentucky organized
a conference to bring together liberal arts
colleges with agriculture programs. The
number of colleges participating has grown
from five to thirteen.
The annual conferences

have been valu-

able, says Goedhart. One meeting featured
speakers from industry who described what
entry level skills they felt students should
have. Interestingly, says Goedhart, almost
all of those who spoke wanted students who
had good communication skills, could think
and analyze, and were trained to solve prob-
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lems. They also emphasized the importance

experience how a successful farm based on

of multi-cultural

sustainable

experiences

to prepare stu-

agriculture works.

dents for international relations and to help
develop products for international markets.
Last year set the stage for this year's conference when Dennis Avery, a food analyst

just information from lectures. They provided each person with resources on the

But Dordt's agriculture department
wanted conferees

to leave with more than

from the conservati ve think tank, the

topic, including

Hudson Institute, advocated a totally deregulated, high production agriculture, largely

course syllabi put out by the University of

ignoring issues of service, stewardship,

They also demonstrated the resources
available on the Internet and showed how
to access them. "Most of the colleges are
just getting hooked up to a central Internet
link on campus:' says Goedhart. Dordt faculty, who have been connected to the

and

the human implications of such practices.
With little time to discuss alternatives,
Dordt offered to host a conference this year
on sustainable agriculture.
"Sustainable agriculture means many differentthings today:' says Goedhart, "but all
take into accotlnt how agricultural systems
relate to ecological systems. They treat land
and people in a way that sustains biological
and social systems."

Three guest speakers introduced conferees
to the topic. Dr. Mike Duffy from Iowa
State University

gave an overview

nition of sustainable agriculture.
Kirschenmann,

and defi-

Dr. Fred

a former university

and col-

lege professor now managing Kirschenmann
Family Farms and chair of the board of
directors of Farm Verified Organic, spoke
on "Moving

from an Industrial to an

Ecological Agriculture: Challenge for the
Liberal Arts:' Roderick Plank, a senior lecturer in farm management

at Lincoln

University. Canterbury, New Zealand, presented "The Role of the University and
Commercial

Fanus and Ranches in New

Zealand Agriculture Education."
Goedhart was particularly pleased to have
Kirschenmann describe from first-hand

a manual of readings and

Minnesota.

Internet for some time, introduced visiting
faculty to Internet resources, e-mail, and list

servers on the Saturday following the con-

Sustainable
agriculture means
many different things
today, but all take

ference.

"It's always a bit frustrating to get excited
about issues and assignments and only have
contact once a year:' says Goedhart. He
hopes that through e-mail faculty can keep
closer contact. In fact, Dordt will likely be
the site for a list server to be set up for the
group within the next few months.
Other possibilities for cooperation are still
in the dreaming stage: a revolving summer

into account how
agricultural systems
relate to ecological
systems

program that would take place on different
campuses each summer, faculty and student
exchange programs, and cooperative international programs like Dordt's current project in Ukraine.

"Each college has its unique strengths that
others can learn from:' says Goedhart. As a
member of the consortium

"

board of direc-

tors, he hopes to see more developments in
the future.
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Fall faculty lectures explore general education issues
•

ma

W

oodrow Wilson, while he was
president of Princeton University,
said, "Changing curriculum is
about as difficult as moving a graveyard."

Bringing change in educational institutions

As Reformed
Christians we neither
reject the wheel outright nor re-invent it
every time we need to
get rolling. Our
approach should not
be avoidance or eclec-

is often a long process. But offering timely,
quality education, requires changing the curriculum to meet the needs of the time.
At Dordt, revising course offerings is an
ongoing process. However, for obvious reasons, an institution only occasionally
rethinks major portions of its program. Over
the past two years, the General Education
Committee has been examining Dordt's general education program and developing a
framework document that spells out its basis
and goals.
.
As part of that process, the General
Education Committee took responsibility for
this year's Fall Faculty Lecture Series. The
series began with a panel discussion on
multi-culturalism and ended with a lecture
by Dr. Calvin Jongsma, chair of the General
Education Committee,

tic accommodation,

_.

but reformation,

"

titled "General

Education: Why Do We Need It and Where
Does It Come From?"
Multi-culturaiism has become the driving
force in general education reform, says
Jongsma. He believes that we need to
understand its effect on the educational pro-

cess in OUf society and then articulate its
proper role in education at Dordt College.
Dordt has long been committed to
increasing multi-cultural awareness on campus. Numerous courses and efforts have
been targeted over the years to heighten faculty and student consciousness of the rich
diversity of God's creation and of the body

of believers spread throughout the world.
"The panel on multi-culturalism was an
attempt to examine multi-culturalism as it is
being played out in colleges and universities
across the country," says Professor David
Schelhaas, who coordinated the first
evening of the series. It asked members of
the students, faculty, a~dcommunity how
multi-cultural diversity fits with our worldview and what issues and tensions it raises.
A variety of questions were posed to help
the audience grapple with the issues: Why
require Western Civ? Are women writers
given sbort shrift? Will embracing multiculturalism lead to further fragmentation?
Why should students be aware of other cultures? How could Dordt College become
more culturally sensitive? Can courses "shape attitudes? A lively interchange of
ideas set the stage for the second evening's
lecture.
Jongsma's talk put curricular change into
historical perspective. Commitment to general education in the United States has varied over the years, he said, highlighting
three main reform movements. After moving from the classic model of liberal education to one whose emphasis was almost
solely on specialized majors, World War I
convinced educators that education should
focus on the needs of students and society
as well as on theoretical studies: it should
enable them to affirm and carryon the
ideals of Western civilization. General education programs should provide coherence,
unity, and breadth 10 the students' programs.
World War II was the second wake up
call. Educators realized that they needed to
become even more pro-active if they wanted

GEN 10 takes on a new experimental form

D

Two-thirds

of

freshmen felt they
had a better understanding of what was
expected of them and
of what was distinctive about a Dordt
education.

"
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ordt presently has fourteen required
courses in its general education program. Students select some of those
fourteen courses from options that also serve
particular majors. Another group of courses,
however, are required for all students. GEN
200, Introduction to the Arts, and GEN 300,
Calling, Task, and Culture. are two of these
courses. A third is GEN 10, Introduction to
College Life.
GEN 10 received an overhaul this fall.
The general education committee targeted
the non-credit, half-semester course as the
first to be re-evaluated. The course included
a mixture of topics that students needed to
know, but lacked coherence and appeal.
In January of 1994, a group of faculty,
staff, and students met for three days to discuss ways to change GEN 10. During the
summer a committee of faculty, staff, and
students enthusiastically planned an experimental course covering study skills, life
choices, and Dordt's mission. They incorporated a variety of teaching strategies including large and small group sessions.
Seventeen faculty and staff members agreed
to teach a section, each with the help of a
student peer teacher.
While no one will claim the effort was a
resounding success, most of those who
taught the course feel that important issues

were addressed. In their evaluations, many
students spoke strongly against the need for
help with note taking, reading, and test taking. Yet, a third of the freshman class
believed the course helped tbem improve
their note-taking ability and their ability to
take tests. Two-thirds of them felt they had a
better understanding of what "'as expected
of them and of what was distinctive about a
Dordt education. And visits to the Academic
Skills Center- increased this year as students
learned where to get the help they needed.
The loudest criticism was that the course
offered no credit.
No one can say exactly what will happen
to GEN 10 next fall. "There are several
challenges that need to be addressed," says
Dr. Wayne Kobes, one of the committee
members who also taught one section. One
is to continue to find to better ways to
engage students with what they will need to
be successful. Another is to find the number
of people needed to offer the small group
sessions, since this year's teachers took on
the course as an extra load.
The evaluations of students, teachers,
and peer teachers are presently being
assessed. The committee will soon make a
recommendation to the general education
committee-and
the process of curriculum
revision goes on.

to see the ideals of the free world continue
to flourish. A movement was launched, but
finding a common foundation in an ever
more fragmented world was difficult. As
time passed, general education programs
became a collection of requirements chosen
from a broad range of fields, with little
coherence between them. Student of the sixties, reacting against the mores of Western
civilization, war, racism, sexism, and injustice, found these courses irrelevant for
resolving the
problems they
saw in society. In
response to
student
demands,
general education
requirements
became even
more diffuse.
What was
kept became
a wide-ranging
group of electives to meet each student's
perceived needs.
Increased emphasis on careers in the 80s
led to new programs and to the third wave
of general education reform. Businesses
now had a greater stake in the educational
process, and took to task colleges and universities for graduating students who had
inadequate communication skills and were
culturally illiterate.
This third wave of reform, which continues today, has even less uniformity in direction, says Jongsma. Competing for a shrinking student pool, eacb college has been
forced to articulate its unique mission to
find its niche, and this leads to different general education programs.
If there is a thread tying the movement
together, it seems to be a commitment to
some form of post-modernist relativism,
Jongsma believes. This relativism is often
referred to as multi-culturalism, a belief that
each person's preferences and orientations
are just as legitimate as anyone else's.
This attitude toward multi-culturalism
leaves no room for ideologies that are in any
way intolerant of other groups or value systems-including
Christianity. It also fails to
provide a basis for true community; unity,
though aimed for, can never be really
acbieved by such programs.
What are the implications for Dordt?
Jongsma said, "As Reformed Christians we
neither reject the wheel outright nor re-invent
it every time we need to get rolling. OUf
approach should not be avoidance or eclectic
accommodation, but reformation." Dordt
should critically evaluate current trends while
remaining true to its convictions.
"That means reaffirming and honing our
vision; it means incorporating better ways of
teaching and emphasizing things that we
may have overlooked earlier; and it may
mean re-adjusting some of our curricular
priorities," said Jongsma. He concluded by
saying, "General education can be a powerful program for getting our perspective
across. Let's do the best job we can with the
insight we have today, knowing we may be
able. to do better tomorrow. And let's keep
our eyes open to what is happening around
us so we can learn from others."
The general education reform movement
today is in response to some obvious societal needs. Our students, too, need to confront such issues: the environmental crisis,
poverty and injustice, alienation and loss of
community, technological explosion, and
others. They need to develop the skills to
live as Christians in today's world. They
need to see other cultures in the context of
God's call to test the spirits of our age, but
also with the desire to love and serve their
brothers and sisters around the world.
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Where many roads meet

International students
come to campus in
unexpected ways

D

ordt's international students do not
make up a l'arge percentage of the
student body, but they add an
important dimension to campus life. Some
of the countries represented by new international students on campus this year are
Russia, Azerbaijan, Honduras, Nepal,
Uganda, and Indonesia. For many of these
students, unexpected events led them to
Oordt College.
Arbin Pokharel Iived in Nepal for most
of his life. At the age of three, his father
died, and with his mother unable to support five children alone.-Arbin and his sister went to live in a Christian orphanage.
The orphanage was a blessing, as for years
Arbin lived there in a close-knit community. Although his family is Hindu, Arbin
and his sister Sareeta grew up learning
about the love of God. They attended a
private K-IO school. The rest of their family visited often, and the other children in
the orphanage became like brothers and
sisters.

A few years ago, a farmer in Ohio named
Mark Holthouse read a newsletter from the
orphanage which contained Arbin's name.
He called Arbin and offered to sponsor
him. After arrangements for a visa and
passport, lots of prayer, and an eight-month
wait, Arbin came to Ohio, where he lived
with Holthouse and attended high school.
There he heard about Oordt through the
Christian Reformed Church in Willard,
Ohio. He filled out the form, and didn't
expect to hear ahout it again. But Arbin
was accepted at Oordt, and says, "It was a
big answer to my prayers to be here
today."
Nepal is an agricultural country, and with
that in mind, Arbin is studying agriculture
at Oordt. But he is also in the pre-sem program and hopes to someday be involved in
evangelism. In Nepal, much emphasis is
placed on religion and politics. Nepal has a
king, but is governed under a parliamentary
system. Hinduism is very strong, and
Christians at one time were persecuted.
Even now, with democracy, witnessing is
not permitted.
Arbin is very enthusiastic about the
beauty of his country and misses his family
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and his brothers and sisters from the
orphanage, but he is enjoying the opportunity to prepare himself to go back and
serve his people and his country.
Oscar Rodriguez, from Honduras, came to
Dordt to study engineering. Oscar became a
Christian when he was twenty-one and began
working with the social arm of his church.
There he saw the potential that education had
to change lives. "I knew that I needed the
most education I could get, so I made connections," he says.

Three years ago, Oscar received a twoyear sponsorship from the U.S. and
Honduras governments. These sponsorships
are given to Hondurans with leadership
abilities and a good chance of success.
Oscar spent nine months in English training
and learning about American culture before
coming to North America, which made the
cultural adjustment a little easier.
With the help of Paul Backer, a welding
instructor who helped set up a technical
college in Honduras, Oscar spent two years
studying at North-East Iowa Community
College. His goal is to go back to teach in
the technical college in his country. He
looks forward to helping others in his country and sharing what he knows.
While at the community college, Oscar
talked to Quentin Van Essen and visited
Oordt to find out about available financial
aid. He has been able to come to Oordt,
but not without a struggle. Lack of funds
means that his wife Margareta, five-yearold daughter Stella, and three-year-old sons
Oscar and Ovid are still living in
Honduras. The separation is hard for all of
them, and Oscar is hopeful that arrangements can be made for them to come to
America for at least one of the two years
he will spend here. That would indeed be
"a gift of God."
God has given so many gifts, among
them the gift of a Christian education, says
Oscar. "Since the time that I've known
God, I've prayed for the opportunity to
have a good education and I believe Oordt
is' an answer to my prayers."

Taras Kuzin isn't a citizen of any country
at present, and right now he is in the U.S.
'on probation. Three years ago, he fled
from Ukraine to Austria because he didn't
agree with the military and didn't want to

serve in it. Since then, with the demise of
the U.S.S.R., people have been told to register in the country where they lived. Taras
couldn't register without returning to the
Ukraine, and Russia no longer accepts him
as a citizen. "I'm kind of a man without a
country right now," he says.
In Austria, Taras attempted to get into college, working long hours to pay for exams
which foreigners are required to lake. One
day he met a man named Peter Adams, a missionary from the States. Taras' family is atheist, and his country too, he says, but he
became a Christian in Austria as he became a
close friend of Peter and Karen Adams and
their children. When the Adams returned to
Orange City, Iowa, last year, Adams wrote to
Taras and offered to help him come to the
United States.
Last April, Taras flew to Mexico and
planned to cross the border on foot,
because he didn't have a visa. After a dog
bit him on the foot, he decided to cross the
border by bus instead. Taras was thankful
that the policeman didn't ask for his visa or
passport on the bus, but as he sat in a
restaurant after getting off the bus, a policeman sitting next to him asked to see his
visa. Taras was put in jail because he had
none. After the police checked his criminal
record, they let him go and he continued on
his way to Orange City. However, Taras
faces a deportation hearing next April.
There he will be told whether or not he
may stay in the country. If he is sent back
to Ukraine, he faces at least five years i';jail for fleeing the country years ago.
Adams told Taras about Oordt College,
and when he found out about the possibility
of scholarships, Taras decided to apply. He
was accepted. "It's God's gift, really, to get
into college," says Taras, especially grateful
after learning in Austria of how hard it can
be to get into college.
School keeps Taras pretty busy-too
busy to worry overly much about his hearing next April, and too busy for the one
thing that could guarantee him a place in
the States-marriage!
Taras is studying business administration,
hoping to someday work in marketing. His
knowledge of languages will help since he
speaks Russian, Ukrainian, and German
fluently.

Since the time
that I've known
God, I've prayed for
the opportunity to have
a good education and
I believe Dordt is
an answer to my
prayers,

"
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Faculty
Faculty news
Robert De Smith, associate professor of
English, presented a paper at the Sixteenth
Century Studies Conference in Toronto in
October.

Students

Assistant professor of English David
Schelhaas attended the Iowa Council of
Teachers of English and Language Arts
with students Teri (Vanden Berg) Bos and
Kerri (Bussema) Oolman. Schelhaas gave
a presentation at the conference titled
"Three Approaches to a Poem."

and

graduates will be
asked about their
values-those they
came with, those
they're leaving with,
and those they've
developed a few
years later.

··
··
·
·
·
·
·

"
·
··
··
··
·
··

English profs receive Ph.D.s

L

orna Van Oilst, associate professor of
English, successfully defended her dissertation on Octoher 26, 1994. Van Gilst
officially received her PhD. on December 16.
Van Gilst's dissertation is titled "The
Nature of Teaching and Writing the Personal
Essay at the Undergraduate Level." In her
research, Van Gilst conducted ethnographic
case studies of students and their writing
instructors in four writing classes at a community college, a regionally oriented state
university, and a major university with an
acclaimed writing emphasis.
Van Gilst worked with students and instructors in each class, conducting interviews,
observing them in class, and collecting all
student writings as well as the instructor's
written and oral evaluations.
"The personal essay as a genre is gaining
attention as a very old but reinvigorated
genre, both in the professional realm and in
the classroom," she says. She cites authors
such as Annie Dillard, George Orwell, E.B.
White, and Alice Walker among personal
essayists who have become well-known.

R

obert de Smith, associate professor
of English, has successfully completed his doctorate at the
University of Wisconsin-Madison.
De
Smith defended his dissertation in May,
1994, and will officially graduate in
December of this year.
De Smith's dissertation titled "Revision
and 'Reformation':
The Two Editions of
George Gascoigne's Poems," focuses on
the work of a poet of the English
Renaissance. Specifically, De Smith
explores two printed editions of the poet's
work and the order of the poems in each.
Each edition, according to De Smith, can
be viewed as a separate but related attempt
by the poet to present himself and his
works to the print audience.
De Smith, having been encouraged by
his committee to publish his work, is considering future publication in the form of a
number of articles based upon his dissertation. At present, he and his family are satisfied with celebrating his completion and
returning to normal family life.

Dordt joins CCC assessment project

D

ordt College faculty will participate
in a collaborative assessment project
coordinated by the Christian
College Coalition to assess the value of a
Christian college education. Students and
graduates will be asked about their valuesthose they came with, those they're leaving
with, and those they've developed a few
years later.
The project, titled ''Taking Values

Seriously: Assessing the Mission of ChurchRelated Higher Education," will include nineteen colleges affiliated with the Christian
College Coalition. The study will use CIRP, a
standardized altitudes and values questionnaire; a twenty-minute video interview with
twenty students in their freshman and senior
years; a faculty survey and an alumni survey.
The project will be coordinated by Dr. Paul
Moes, professor of psychology.

In October, Dr. Jack Fennema. professor
of education and director of graduate education. conducted workshops at CSI
Teachers' Conventions in Lynden,
Washington; Lethbridge, Alberta; and
Mount Herman, California. Fennema was
also closing speaker at the Lethbridge convention.
Dr. John Van Dyk, director of the Center
for Educational Services and professor of
education, presented workshops at a convention of British Columbia and
Washington Christian School teachers on
October 6 and 7 in Lynden, Washington.
His workshops were titled "Questioning
Techniques in Christian Perspective,"
"Another Look at Goals, Objectives. and
Lesson Planning." and "The Kids in the
Middle: Doing Justice to the' Average Kid'
in the Classroom."
Dr. James C. Schaap's play Things We
Couldn't Say was published recently by
Encore Performance Publishing of Orem,
Utah.
Dr. Michael Williams, assistant professor of theology, was one of several speakers
at the Hillsdale College (Michigan) Center
for Constructive Alternatives Seminar titled
"God and Man: Perspectives on
Christianity in the 20th Century." His
address, "Climbing Out of Lessing's
Ditch," is scheduled to be published as an
essay in an upcoming Hillsdale Press publication. Other presenters at the conference
included Os Guiness, Michael Novak,
David Wells. and Clark Pinnock.
Williams, Lynda Seehusen, campus
counselor, and Rev. Carl Zylstra from
Orange City were part of a panel discussion
on homosexuality held December 6 at
Dordt.

Hofland receives Fulbright Award for study in Ukraine

O

Ukrainian

culture

never met the
Enlightenment, says
Hofland.
Consequently there is
no separation between
culture and life.
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n January 9. theatre arts professor
John Hofland and his family will leave
Sioux Center and fly to Ukraine for a
semester of studying and teaching. Hofland
has been named a Fulbright Scholar and will
teach in Ukraine from January to May, 1995,
at the Kharkov Pedagogical Institute.
Fulbright Scholar awards allow people
from the United States and other countries to
share aspects of their culture and education.
These competitive awards have high standards for acceptance, and Hofland considers
his award something of a gift.
Hofland has long had an interest in Eastern
European theatrics, having studied with two
Czechoslovakian designers, Josef Svoboda
and Jaroslav Malina. Last summer, Hofland
was one of five professors who traveled from
Dordt to Kharkov, Ukraine, to teach English
conversation at the Kharkov State
Pedagogical Institute. His supervisor, Ada
Kuvcneva, learned of his interest in Eastern

European theatre and took him to tour a local
puppet theatre in Kharkov. Hofland showed
them his portfolio of set designs and was
invited to come back to the Kharkov
Pedagogical University.
During his time in Ukraine, Hofland will
teach both English as a Foreign Language and
creative dramatics. He looks forward especially to the latter, because many people in
Ukraine are looking for new ways of teaching.
Hofland will also work with the Kharkov
Puppet Theatre in Ukraine. For two months,
he will create a show from conception to performance. Hofland plans to use an AfricanAmerican folktale "Br'er Rabbit, Br'er Bear,
and He Lion." He feels the African-American
story is appropriate for Ukrainian people
because the pathos in both cultures are similar. "The tensions in the story match the tensions you find [in Ukraine]," he says. When
he told this African-American story last year,
they gave him a standing ovation.
Hotland hopes to learn from Ukrainian mastery of puppetry. He says, "Eastern European

puppetry is rather remarkable ....some of the
best in the world; it is meant for adults as well
as children." Puppets range widely in size and
complexity. including puppets with eyes that
move and heads that turn.
Hofland says Ukraine is rich in culture.
including stories, literature, and art. "Ukrainian
culture never met the Enlightenment." says
Hotland. Consequently there is no separation
between culture and life. "Culture is at the core
of life," he adds. Statues are found on almost
every block and people define themselves by
composers they listen to or authors they read.
Ideas are more important than possessions,
Hofland says, and that's refreshing.
Hofland credits Dordt's faculty development program with opening the door for his
semester in Kharkov. Without his trip last
summer, this semester's position would probably not have materialized. He enthusiastically endorses the college's commitment to
provide such opportunities for faculty, which
in the end improve the quality of education
offered to Dordt's students.
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Volleyball team continues as national contender

T

district playoffs because they were the No. I seed in
the district, but a loss in the northern district finals
made any further advances in question.
Dordt drew second life, though, when the Lady
Defenders were picked in the regional playoffs with an
at-large berth. The Lady Defenders then defeated
William Woods of Missouri to earn a trip to Kansas City
where one win would have clinched a trip to nationals.
Friday night, the Lady Defenders battled l l thranked Rockhurst, the host team, in a thrilling fivegame match that went far into the night. After losing
the first two games, Dordt battled back to win game
three 20- I 8 and then won game four to set up a fifthgame. Dordt led 10-4 in the fifth game, but Rockhurst
put on a big comeback to win 15- JO.
"That match was the best volleyball we've ever
played," Timmermans said. "We were disappointed
but didn't have any regrets because we had played the
absolute best we could have hoped to play."
"We played one of the toughest schedules a Dordt
team has ever faced," Timmermans said.
Senior Corinna Vander Woude, junior Joy Veenstra,
and junior Terri Poppema were all named to the NATA
northern district honor team. Vander Woude also was
named northern district Player-of-the- Year.
Vander Woude, one of two seniors on the team, was
named to the first-team all-region team and an honorable-mention all-American. Veenstra was named second-team all-region.
"Corinna was a special player," Timmermans said.
"She was so versatile. When Jane injured her ankle,
Corinna stepped in at setter. Not many players get the
kind of recognition she does as a right-side hitter. It's a
tribute to her hard work."
Another player graduating is senior Leslie Hellinga,
who has been a valuable back-row player during her
career at Dordt.
"I think the outlook is good for the Dordt College

he Dordt College volleyball team had a new
look entering the 1994 season. Although all but
two of the starters from last year's 38-5 record
team were back, the foremost change was at the bench
where former Dordt College all-American Patty
Timmermans took over the coaching duties.
The Lady Defenders finished the 1994 season with a
28-13 record, down in wins, but still a very formidable
finish for the Dordt program which seems to be more and

more of a contender on the national level each season.
"The season actually went pretty much like T figured
it would," Timmennans said. "We started slow as we
were in some very tough tournaments and played
some outstanding teams. We also were trying La deal
with changes where Jane Vas took over at the setter
position for Laura Landstra, who had been a four-year
starter. Twas new too, so we had plenty of adjustments
to make."
The season did start slowly for the Lady Defenders.
After fourteen matches, Dordt was 9-5 and after nineteen matches the team was 12-7, but at that point, the
Lady Defenders stepped it up.
At the Dordt College Tournament, the Lady
Defenders finished second but won a huge victory
when they de-feated previously unbeaten and No. I
ranked Northwestern of Orange City.
"When thinking about matches, that is the one that
stands out in my mind," Timmermans said. "To have a
team of that caliber on the ropes was extremely satisfying. We also had to come back in the second game
which made the win very sweet."
The win against Northwestern propelled the Lady
Defenders up to No. 15 nationally, their highest ranking of the year.
Dordt finished the regular season with a 26-10
record. The Lady Defenders hosted the NATA northern

program to continue to
improve." Timmermans
said. "We lose two outstanding seniors, but I think
we're on the right track."

Hull breaks Dordt scoring record
nteringthe 1994 soccer season, Dordt
College soccer coach Bill Elgersma
didn't know quite what to expect.
His roster included ten new faces who hadn't even been on last year's team.
Elgersma, in his second year at Dordt, says
"We knew we had some good players, but we
didn't know how they would perform under
pressure or what to expect from the season."
Elgersma set a modest goal of ten wins for
the season, adding, "We also hoped to make
the playoffs."
The season closed for the Defenders with a
14-5 record, just one win shy of last season's
finishing 15-5 mark. The Defenders qualified
for the NAIA Northern District playoffs and
finished with one win and one loss in the
playoffs.
"We beat some very good teams,"
Elgersma said. "We opened the season with a
3-2 win against Briar Cliff. Briar Cliff turned
out to be the strongest team in our district by
the end of the season. I think we just went out
there and did the best we could. We were too
young to know that we weren't supposed to
beat Briar Cliff."
The Defenders also won their fifth straight
Upper Midwest Athletic Conference championship. The Defenders outscored their confer-

E

Senior Chris Hull broke the Dordt
career goal record early in the season.

ence foes 33-1 while posting a perfect 8-.0
conference mark.
"Allowing just one goal in conference play
was quite a fe-at," Elgersma said. "That was
no small task. Our conference has some outstanding teams."
Finishing the regular season with a 13-4
record, Dordt qualified for NAIA Northern
District playoffs. In the first round the
Defenders defeated conference rival
Concordia 8-1.
The season came to an end, though, with a
3- I semi-final loss to Teikyo Westmar.
Another highlight of the season was senior
forward Chris Hull breaking the all-time
Dordt goals record. Hull finished the season
with seventeen goals and wrapped up his
career with seventy-seven goals, passing the
old mark by twelve goals. Hull also led the
team with eleven assists.
Hull was one of two seniors on the team.
The other was Scott Mawhinney, who fin-

,

ished with nine-assists, which was second on
the team, and three goals.
Another player who really shined throughout
the season was keeper Kevin Caspersen.
Caspersen allowed just 0.63 goals against for
the season.
"He played five inches taller that he really
is," Elgersma said.
Caspersen also tied his own Dordt record
with nine shut outs in the goalie box.
Sophomore Eric Vander Mey, Hull,
Caspersen and freshman Erek Van Riessen all
earned all-UMAC soccer honors. Hull, Vander
Mey and Van Riessen also were named to the
all-NAIA Northern district team. Caspersen
was an honorable-mention pick.
"We were a young team and prospects for
the future are very bright," Elgersma said. "We
lose two valuable seniors, but we have a host
of great players back. In addition to new freshmen next year, we'll have a couple players
who missed this season with injuries back."

We were too
young to know that
we weren't supposed to
beat Briar Cliff,

"

Cross country fields two promising young teams
Women

T

he rain drizzled down in the foggy
air at the NATA Midwest Regional in
Davenport, Iowa. It was tough running, yet both the men and women
Defenders took seventh place.
The top two teams and top ten individuals in each race advanced to national competition. Sophomore Sonya Jongsma, who
qualified for nationals last year, battled
bronchitis and damp weather to finish in
13th place, missing nationals by a mere
three places.
Freshman Kristen Shimmerhorn
improved throughout the season and finished with "the race of her life," according
to Coach Ross Goheen. Shimmcrhorn
placed 35th. Sophomore Shannon De Wit
followed on her heels

This was the first year the Dordt women
had a complete team. Considering its youth,
the future is promising.

Men
Lead by freshman Chad Van Ginkel
(36th) and followed one place later by
sophomore Todd Schemper (36th), the
men's team matched the Lady Defenders
with a seventh place team finish.
Considering the loss of last year's top
two runners. coach Goheen sees the season
as an impressive effort all the way through.
Todd Schemper improved most from last
year to this, but strong freshmen such as
Van Ginkel and Oostra brought the team
competitiveness. Again, the youth bring
hope for next season.
To cap off the season, Goheen says, "I
have just a great bunch to work with. I am
proud of them all."
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Ihave just a great
bunch to work with,
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Dordt 2000

Campaign totals continue to climb as campaign dinners begin

-W

Before

the

snow fell, soil
samples were taken in
the areas designated
for the faculty office
addition and the
maintenance
building.

ith the public launch of the Dordt
2000 Campaign behind them, the
advancement staff began the
series of eighty constituency dinners which
will put the needs of the college in front of
supporters all across the United States and
Canada,
The kickoff dinner was held in Sanborn,
Iowa, on November 8 and was followed by
dinners in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, and
Des Moines. Iowa. Dinner attendees were
shown a video about the college, plans for
the recreation complex, and details about
the campaign, Members of the area campaign committees spoke about their personal
appreciation for the college and stressed
their commitment to the campaign, At the
close of the evening, all those in attendance
were asked to prayerfully consider over the
next few days how they could assist the college, Followup calls are now being made by
the advancement staff,
Meanwhile, plans are being finalized for
dinners in the following cities:
January 16 - ML Vernon, Washington
26 - Oskaloosa, Iowa

February 2 - Escondido, California
4 - Chino, California
II - Ripon, California
13 - Sully, Iowa
21 - Kanawha, Iowa
March 2 - Visalia, California
4 - Bellflower, California
17 - Milwaukee, Wisconsin
18 - Kenosha, Wisconsin
18 - Seattle, Washington
21 - Pella, Iowa
29 - Worthington, Minnesota
If you live in one of these areas and have
not received an invitation three weeks
before the dinner, please call the advancement office of the college (712-722-6009),
Just as the advancement staff is busy raising funds for the campaign, the business
office is busy planning for construction,
Before the snow fell, soil samples were
taken in the areas designated for the faculty
office addition and the maintenance building, And the architects are drawing up the
plans for these facilities so that construction
can begin in the spring,
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Campaign Goal: S16 million
Raised to date: S6.7 million
Dordt 2000 is a five-year $16 million
campaign to provide additional campus facilities, meet the annual fund
goals, and increase the endowment
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IMPlEMENIING THE VISION

Board holds fall meeting
T

Dordt College Concert Choir
1995 Winter Tour
Lansing, Illinois
Bethel CRC
Jan, 11,8:00 p.m,

Cambridge, Ontario
Maranatha CRC
Jan, 14,8:00 p.m,

Kalamazoo, Michigan
Third CRC
Jan, 12, 8:00 p.m.

Sarnia, Ontario
First CRC
Jan, 15, 8:00 p.m.

Bowmanville, Ontario
Maranatha CRC
Jan, 13,8:00 p.m.

Oak Lawn, Illinois
Calvin CRC
Jan, 16, 8:00 p.m.
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he Dordt College board of trustees met
in semi-annual session in October.
The board heard reports from the president and vice presidents of the college,
highlighting developments over the past six
months. High enrollment, the new apartment
building, the master's program in education,
and renewed accreditation for engineering
were discussed in Dr, J,B, Hulst's report.
Dr, Rockne McCarthy, vice president for
academic affairs, spoke about the general
education program and Dordt's emerging
program of student assessment. Dr, Nicholas
Kroeze reported on student housing and the
increase in Bible study groups and prayer
groups, along with declining discipline incidents, Mr. Bernard De Wit presented the
financial report and the budget. Both were
approved, Mr, Lyle Gritters reviewed enrollment goals for the next few years and discussed Dordt's financial aid program,
In addition to approving the launch of the
Dordt 2000 Campaign, the board gave the
go-ahead on construction of a faculty office
addition and a maintenance building, They
also approved a long range plan for the college and held interviews for faculty contracts.
Eleven new members began their term on

the board:
Rev, Jerry Buwalda, Minnesota
Marlyn Visser, Iowa
Lois Vas, Iowa
Rev. Ronald Scheuers, California

Rev, Carl Klompien, California
Art Dykstra, Colorado
Duane Du Mez, Wisconsin
Gail Jansen, Arizona
Larry Addink, Montana
Dick Dykstra, California
Leonard Van Drunen, New Jersey

Executive officers elected were:
President-Arnold
Boeve
Vice President-Mark
Sybesma
Secretary-Rev,
Aldan Kuiper
Adjunct-Dennis
Walstra
Treasurer-Bernard
De Wit

Correction and Apology
In our last issue announcing the
Dordt 2000 Campaign kick-off,
we quoted one of our generous
donors, Robert Vermeer, and
mistakenly identified him as the
CEO of the Pella Corporation,
Mr, Vermeer is the CEO of the
Vermeer Corporation in Pella,
Iowa, Our sincere apologies for
this error.
-The editor
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Alumni Profile

Working for justice takes two-pronged approach

T

ammy Walhofhas seen both sides of
public policy setting. When she
began working as an analyst for a
state agency, she was committed to working
for public justice through policy making.
But she began to realize how hard that can
be when she was pushed to manipulate figures for a supervisor more interested in individual interests.
So she went into development work. As
a third world development coordinator,
she found her hands tied by public policy
that keeps people poor. Despite her earlier frustrations, Walhof is returning to
public policy work, still committed to the
need for Christians to bring change in
that way.

Reverse

shock has been more
difficult for me than
the initial culture
shock of moving to
Central America,"

Walhof graduated from Dordt in 1986
with a political science major and entered a
graduate program in public policy at the
State University of New York at
Binghamton. Through a graduate scholar's
program she began working for a state legislative commission that dealt with state and
local relations. The position turned into a
permanent one after she graduated.
But a trip to Honduras one summer
changed her life. "I couldn't help comparing how we live and how they live. But
more importantly I came to learn that how
we live directly affects people in poor countries," Walhof says. Issues of justice,
lifestyle, and missions forcefully confronted
her as she listened to and made friends with
Centra] Americans.
Somewhat disillusioned in her job,
Walhof began to think about development
work. But with no Spanish speaking skills

Dordt Press
Still Life by James C. Schaap
Those familiar with Schaap's awardwinning stories will recognize his characteristics in this new collection. His
plots feature everyday characters who
encounter difficult problems, often
within the confines of their closest relationships. paper, 187 pgs, $8.50
Christianity and Leisure:
Issues in a Pluralistic Society
A collection of twenty essays exploring
Christian perspectives on leisure and
related topics. paper, 251 pgs, $13.25

Nurturing Children
in the Lord by Jack Fennema
A solid, biblical approach to nurturing
and disciplining children, designed primarily for teachers. reprint, paper, 162
pgs, $7.25

The Impact of Evolutionary
Theory: A Christian View
by Russell Maatman
A careful
examination
of
the
creation/evolution debate, focusing on
how Christian and evolutionary views
lead to different understandings
of
human behavior. paper, 318 pgs, $12.95

DID
DORDT PRESS
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To order, send check for
book price plus $\.OO
shipping per book, to
Dordt College

Press.

498 4th Ave. NE, Sioux
Center, Iowa 51250

culture

Walhof says. "I hear
people talk about not
having enough money
and all I can see are
the opportunities we
have here that
Nicaraguans will
never have.

Working in Nicaragua taught Tammy Walhor the importance of
having just government po6cie. if people are to Dvedignified lives.
and no immediate prospects, she debated
whether to give up her contract.
"Three families in my church who knew
what I was thinking approached me, suggesting language study and offering sup-

port."
After much prayer, she began an eightmonth Spanish language program in Costa
Rica in 1989 and was given a position in the
Dominican Republic by the Christian
Reformed World Relief Committee as soon
as she completed the program.
For two years Walhof worked with
Haitians, training them in community development and problem solving. In 1991 she
became CR)¥RC program director in
Nicaragua, coordinating the work of five
partner Christian organizations that focused
on preventative health care, literacy and
adult education, relief, and diaconal work.
Her role was to identify problems, train
leaders, and help them figure out ways to
solve those problems. "I saw more and
more clearly the need to teach them how to
change," she says. Bringing change requires
not only teaching preventative health care
and new farming practices, but also forming
Bible studies that focus on issues such as
forgiveness. "People need to put aside feuds
to begin to build community," she says.
"That kind of effort requires working with
small groups of people and living as close to
the community as possible in order to be
effective," she adds. She did just that for
more than five years.
However, in the years she spent in
Nicaragua, Walhof saw the situation go
steadily downhill. "The economy is incredibly bad," she says. "We need more

Christians working in development to
empower people to change their lives, but as
important, we need a policy environment
that allows people to live in dignity or they
won't make any headway."
That is why Tammy is leaving Nicaragua
to return to policy research. After her period
of home service is over this fall, she plans to
go to Washington D.C., hoping to find a
position with a Christian organization that is
trying to bring desperately needed change.
"Reverse culture shock has been more difficult for me than the initial culture shock of
moving to Central America," Walhof says.
"I hear people talk about not having enough
money and all 1 can see are the opportunities
we have here that Nicaraguans will never
have. I've grown up in this culture yet it
catches me unawares after living so differently for several years."
Walhof finds it hard to hear her friends
referred to as those people, the poor out
there. "We keep ourselves so isolated from
those who are marginalized that we sometimes think we have it difficult if we can't
have whatever we want."
Part of her goal for the future is to help
educate Christians about how we keep people in third world countries poor. "God
calls us to be faithful, but I also believe he
calls us to make a difference," she says. "I
want to jar people's consciousness to keep
us aware of how our policies and lifestyles
affect people in other parts of the world.
"Some people tell me 1 am too idealistic,
that I'm hitting my head against the wall.
but I hope that by working with a Christian
organization that is addressing these issues I
can have some impact"

·
·
·
·
·
··
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Alumni

Program notes from the director
Reunion will focus on early grads

D

ecember always brings thoughts of
Homecoming, at least to this alumni
director's mind. Thinking about
Homecoming reminds me that reunion-year
alumni mnst soon begin planning to attend
the August get-together. And before I get
ahead of myself I have to remember to get
out information about basketball and choir
tours during semester break. Which prompts
me to think about communication with
alumni and an idea that crossed my computer

screen recently. And that makes me think of
the alumni association's long-range plan,
which reminds me of board members. And
all of that without mentioning any of the side
trips my mind took off that winding road (but
which may find their way into this column).

Homecoming

Alumni

are

invited to enjoy the
Homecoming hospital-

ity room in the upper
level of the gymnasium. The room will
provide a comfortable
retreat where alumni
can meet each other,

enjoy a variety of complimentary refreshments, and let young

children have a break
from the confining
limits of the
bleachers.

"

Brent Assink ('77), president
and CEO of the St. Paul
Chamber Orchestra will be
this year's Distinguished
Alumni Speaker.
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traditions

continue

This year's Homecoming Day celebration.
scheduled for February 18, will include most
of the traditional Homecoming fare. The day
begins at I :00 p.m. with the annual alumni
vs. junior varsity basketball game, followed
at 3:00 by the final game of the men's varsity
regular season, in which they'll take on Peru
State. Basketball fans can continue cheering
when the women's team takes the floor at
5:00 p.m., also facing Peru State.
Throughout the day's games, alumni are
invited to enjoy the Homecoming hospitality
room in the upper level of the gymnasium.
The room will provide a comfortable retreat
where alumni can meet each other, enjoy a
variety of complimentary refreshments, and
let young children have a break from the confining limits of the bleachers.
The Talent Extravaganza promises to
pack the B.l. Haan Auditorium once again,
bringing the day's festivities to their culmination. Beginning at 7:30 p.rn., Dordt students
will take the stage to show off their comedic,
musical, dramatic, and other (less identifiable) talents. An ice cream social in the commons will bring the day to a close. The
Student Activities Committee, which plans
the Talent Extravaganza, is devising a seating
strategy that they hope will eliminate, or at
least ease, previous years' problems with long
lines.
A Homecoming mailing, including complimentary basketball game passes, will be sent
in January. To keep mailing costs down, only
alumni in Iowa and contiguous states will
automatically receive the mailing. Alumni
from a greater distance who are planning to
attend Homecoming should contact the
alumni office to receive the mailing and complimentary passes. ~

Homecoming Week will bring
Distinguished Alumnus
'This year's Distinguished Alumni Series,
held annually during Homecoming week, will
bring to campus Brent Assink ('77), president
and CEO of the St. Paul Chamber Orchestra
(SPCO).
Upon graduating from Dordt, Assink took
his double majors in music and business
administration to the Twin Cities, earning a
master's degree in musicology from the
University of Minnesota.
In 1981 Assink joined the artistic operations of the SPCO, eventually managing that
department before leaving in 1990 for the
position of general manager of the San
Francisco Symphony. When the SPCO began
looking for a new president and CEO last
year, Assink was the consensus choice of
board, musicians, and administrative staff.
Assink's visit to Dordt on February 14 will
include a chapel address, presentations to the
campus community, and a banquet.

The second weekend in August will again
bring alumni to campus for reunion celebrations, but Reunion '95 will feature a new
twist on the reunion pattern established over
the last eight years.
This year's event will be a "cluster
reunion," rather than a collection of individual class reunions as in past years. All
alumni who attended Dordt during its junior
college days (1955-1963) are being invited to
Reunion '95, August 11-13.
This is the first such cluster reunion at
Dordt, though the concept has proven popular
at other colleges, particularly smaller, residential institutions. This is also the first time
in five years that a reunion has been held for
members of any of these two-year classes.
The activities of reunion weekend will be
similar to those of previous years, including a
variety of recreational, educational, and social
opportunities.

Summer camp being planned
Future summers will bring an increase of
activity to Dordt's campus if the new educational camp program currently being
planned proves popular. Marketed to the general public locally and to alumni throughout
the U.S. and Canada, the camp will bring 7th,
8th, and 9th graders to campus for a week of
learning and recreation. Both residential and
daycamp options will be offered.
Organizers are currently surveying the
potential market to fine-tune the program.
Plans are to send publicity and registration
materials in the spring. Readers who think
they might be interested in having a son or
daughter participate are invited to send their
comments regarding scheduling, topics of
interest, or other matters to Judy Hagey,
Office of College Advancement, Dordt
College, 498 4th Ave. NE, Sioux Center, IA
51250; or e-mail judy@dordt.edu.

January

alumni events scheduled

Chino, Calif. and Palos Heights, 111., will be
the sites of alumni get-togethers in January.
Alumni in Florida, Michigan, and Ontario can
also include Dordt-related events in their
January plans.
A social hour with Dr. Hulst will be held
at Calvary Christian Reformed Church in
Chino following the 6:00 p.m. service on
January 15. All area alumni arc encouraged to attend.
The men's basketball team will play in a
tournament at Trinity Christian College on
January 6 and 7. The team will open against
Pillsbury of Minnesota on Friday, the 6th, at
5:30 p.m. Depending on the outcome of that
game, they will play at 1:30 or 3:30 on
Saturday. A post-game alumni event will be
held on Friday. Plans were not finalized at the
time of publication.
Though no separate alumni get-togethers
are planned, alumni will also want to attend
the Dordt concert, theatre performance, or
hockey game coming to their area in January.
The hockey team will make a number of
stops in Ontario and Michigan on their
semester-break tour:
Woodstock, Monday, Jan. 9, 10:30 p.m.
Wellandport, Tuesday, Jan. 10, 10:00 p.m.
Burlington, Wednesday, Jan. II, 11:00 p.m.
Aylmer, Thursday, Jan. 12, 10:00 p.rn,
Redeemer College, Ancaster, Friday, Jan.
13,9:00 p.m.
Ingersoll (Tillsonburg), Saturday, Jan. 14,
8:30 p.m.
Calvin College, Grand Rapids, Monday,
Jan. 16, 10:00 p.m.
The Concert Choir's winter tour will bring
them to Illinois, Michigan, and Ontario. The
concert schedule is printed on page 12.
Two public performances of James

Schaap's ''Things We Couldn't Say" are
scheduled for Florida in January. "Things
We Couldn't Say" is the readers theatre version of the autobiography of Diet Eman, a
member of the Dutch Resistance during
World War II who helped more than 100 Jews
escape the Nazi Holocaust. Schaap coauthored the book with Eman, then wrote the
dramatic version, which has been performed
throughout the U.S. and Canada by the Dordt
Readers Theatre Company, as well as other
professional and amateur companies. The
production will be staged at Bradenton
Christian Reformed Church on Saturday
evening, January 7, and on Sunday evening,
January 8, in Lake Worth Christian Reformed
Chnrch.

Meeting on the information
highway

super-

Checking my e-mail box the other day, I came
across this message from a Dordt alumnus:
" ... As you can tell, I'm one of the millions who are now using the Internet to communicate, and] was wondering if Dordt was
thinking about or had already compiled a list
of alumni Internet addresses .... "
We have thought about some possibilities
along these lines but up to this point have not
pursued them. Colleges and universities
across the country are using their Internet
connections in a variety of ways to stay in
touch with alumni, from simply sending and
receiving communications to maintaining a
bulletin board to publishing interactive magazines.
What do you Internet junkies out there
think? And how many of you are there?
Even if you don't have opinions about what
Dordt could or should do on the Net, send me
a quick post to let me know you're on-line.
My e-mail address isjim@dordt.edu.

New board members elected
Three new members have been elected to
the Dordt Alumni Association board of directors, replacing outgoing members Leanne
(Van Leeuwen) Bonnecroy, '76, of Orange
City, Iowa; Margaret De Valois, '77, of
Hanford, Calif.; and Susan (Du Mez) Siaber,
'76, of Milwaukee, Wise.
Replacing Leanne as one of six region-one
representatives on the board is Adri Ruisch.
Ruisch is a 1990 "non-traditional" graduate
of Dordt's social work program. A resident
of Ireton, Iowa, Ruisch is director of Bethany
Christian Services of the Heartland, covering
Iowa, South Dakota, and Minnesota. Rnisch
and her husband, Eugene, have five grown
children, all Dordt alumni.
Region one includes all alumni within 100
miles of Dordt. The six region-one directors
constitute the executive committee of the
board.
Newly elected from region six, replacing
Margaret De Valois, is Stan De Groot, a 1981
business administration graduate. De Groot
lives in Phoenix, Ariz., where he is credit
manager for WESCO Distribution, Inc. De
Groot married Janice Friend, '83, and the
couple have two children. Region six encompasses primarily the Southwestern stales.
Region seven, centered in the Great Lakes
region, has been represented by Susan Siaber.
Harriet (Blankespoor) Patoka, '71, will succeed Susan on the board. Patoka has been
principal of Sylvan Christian School in Grand
Rapids for six years; before that she was principal of Calvin Christian School in
Minneapolis. Patoka and her husband, Gene,
have three teenage children.
Alumni board members, who serve fouryear terms, are responsible for long-range
planning and oversight of alumni association
programming. The executive committee
meets, on average, three times a year; the full
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Alumni News
70s
Jan (Slager,'76) Vander Meer is working
on a master's degree in audiology at
Northern Illinois University. Her husband,
Gary, is the technical services librarian for
the college of law at Northern Illinois
University. They have one daughter, Beth,
who is in sixth grade.

80s
Howard and Wanda (Enkhorn,' 81 )
Schmitz live in La Palma, California. Wanda
has worked for the past ten years as an
admitting representative of a large local hospital. Howard is a heavy equipment operator,
and most recently has been working on an
oil refinery demolition. The Schmitz were
proud to add a son, Jesse Ward, to their family recently.
Don and Sheila (Koldenhoven)
Lammers ('84,'85) live in Englewood,
Colorado. Don is employed in outside sales
for Pella Products of Colorado. Sheila is
staying at home with their three children,
Joseph, 5, Darin, 3, and Alison, 7mo. Sheila
also works part-lime as the music coordinator for their church.
Arden and Deborah Postma ('86) live in
Salt Lake City, Utah. Arden is in his final
year at the University of Utah in pursuit of a
B.S. in civil engineering, and Deborah
teaches high school mathematics at
Intermountain Christian School.
Jeff and Trudi (Veurink) Van Zee
('86,'87) live in Sioux Falls, South Dakota,
where Jeff works at G & H Distributing and
Trudi teaches second grade in the Sioux
Falls school district.
Scott and Connie (De Boer,' 87) Kramer
live in Fort Collins, Colorado. They recently
adopted a baby boy, Nathan John. Connie is
soon to publish her first book, a biography
about her husband's grandfather. She plans
to continue to stay at home full-time.
Ron and Karen (Wiersma) De Boer
('87,'87) live in Waterloo, Ontario. Ron
teaches at Eastwood Collegiate Institute, a
large public school. He is working on a
novel to be published in May, 1995. The De
Boers have three daughters.
Peter Clayton and Eve Spykman Clayton
('88) live in Grand Rapids, Michigan. Eve is
writer/editor/project manager for a communications firm called the Wordsmiths.
Delane and Kristin (Wouters,'89) Wolter
moved to South SI. Paul, Minnesota. Delane
is a sales representative for COP, and Kristin
stays home with their daughter, Madison.
Paul and Karin (Stadt) Ipema ('89,'90)
live in Lansing, Illinois, where Paul recently
accepted a call to pastor the Oak Glen
Christian Reformed Church. Karin is active
as a pastor's wife and homemaker. They
have one daughter, Megan, who is 3.
Keith
('89,'90)
working
Tamara
director

and Tamara (Mulder) Fynaardt
live in DeKalb, Illinois. Keith is
on his Ph.D. dissertation, and
is a marketing and public relations
at a nursing home.

Carl and Kathy (Powell) Fietorie
('90,'89) live in Orange City, Iowa. Carl is
filling a one-year position in chemistry at
Northwestern College.

90s
Fred and Sue (Nyenhuis) Likkel
('90,'90) live in Lynden, Washington. Sue
teaches at Lynden Christian School. The
Likkels have a son, Noah Christopher.
Kathy (Van Essen,'90)
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Lakewood, California, and is presently
working at the Artesia Christian Home in
Artesia as the director of social services. Her
husband, Ken, works in sales/marketing in
Anaheim, California.
Mark and Pam (Postma,' 9 I) Beckner live
in Iowa City, Iowa. Pam works in human
resources at the University of Iowa
Community Credit Union, and Mark owns
the Little Debbie franchise in Iowa City.
Matt and Tricia (Dirksen,'91) Jones live
in Wellsburg, Iowa. Tricia teaches first and
second grades at Timothy Christian school,
and Matt operates his own computer business in Wellsburg. The Jones have a twoyear-old daughter, Meghen.
SIeve and Donna (Wind) Kortenhoven
('91,'91) live in Bradenton, Florida. Steve is
English department chairman at Bradenton
Christian School. The Kortenhovens are
expecting their first child in March.

Future Defenders
Jim and Judi (Zonllefeld,'78)

Kamerman, Desiree Ann, 6/16/94.

Ken and Joanne (Kingma,'79) Haan, KyleThomas, 3/22/94.
Bill and Donna (De Graaf,'80) Vande Weerdhof, Jaynee Rae, 9/26/94.
Howard and Wanda Jo (Enkhorn,' 8 I) Schmitz, Jesse Ward, 11/19/94.
Doug and Mary (Woudenberg) Van Der Aa ('82,ex'84), Andrew John, 9/8/94.
Lyle and Julia (Vanden Brink) Huisman ('82,'86), Jordan Kenneth, 9/18/94.
Harvey and Carol (Bentz,'83) Opp, Nathan James, 7/5/94.
Hendrik and Geri (Tjaarda,'84)
Leycndekker, Christopher Hendrik, 7/6/94.
Kevin and Lora (Van Bemmel,'84) Ten Napel, Rebecca Grace, 11/20/94.

Mark and Laura (Obbink) Heystek ('84:85), Erika Marie, 8/27/94.
Don and Sheila (Koldenhoven) Lammers ('84,'85), Alison Joan, 5/24/94.
Dave and Barb (Bolt,'85) Esselink, Justin David, 8113/94.
Robert and Rachel Wiersma ('85), Erica Dorene. 6/22/94.

Jim and Glenda (Van Dyke) Bos ('85:85), Rachel Joy, 10/16/94.
Clark and Lisa Groeneweg (' 86), Joel Jacob, 10/9/94.
Kevin and Robin Vos ('86), Matthew Nicholas, 10/5/94.
Erik and Rose (Vanden Hazel,'86)

Jansen, David Hendrik, 9/1/94.

Leon and Faye (Woudstra) Hoogland ('86:86), Michal Rae, 10/28/94.
Jeff and Trndi (Veurink) Van Zee ('86:87), Justine Ann, t 1/17/94.
Randy and Rae (Terpstra,ex'87)
Huizenga, Reuben Wayne, 9/11/94.
Mike and Beth (Aardema,' 87) Koop, Brianne Michelle, 8/9/94.
Andy and Brenda (Nymeyerc' S'Z)Cammenga, Andrew Elmer, 9/11/94.
Mark and Carrie Visser ('87), Emily Danielle, 8/25/94.
Scott and Connie (De Boer,'87) Kramer, Nathan John, adopted 10/28/94.

Brian and Kim (De Vries) Vander Berg ('88,'88), Shannon Larae, 6/26/94.
Dirk Schouten ('92) lives in Windsor,
Ontario. He is working on his M.A. in
English Literature and Creative Writing and
hopes to begin a Ph.D. program in 1995.
Joel Faber ('92) teaches school in Walnut
Creek, California. He was recently honored
with the Carnegie Medal, in recognition of
his actions in saving a drowning girl in
Michigan last summer.
Mike and Tami (Howard) Van Den Berg
('92,'92) live in San Diego, California. Tami
works for the Department of Social Services
in Escondido, California. Mike is a petty
officer, third class in the navy on the U.S.S.
Dixon in Point Lorna, California.
Bryan and Diane (Graves,'93) Eisenga
live in McBain. Michigan. Diane is a business teacher and volleyball and track coach
at Northern Michigan Christian School.
Bryan is a potato farmer in rural Marion,
Michigan.
Kevin Vander Wier ('93) lives in
Wellandport, Ontario. He recently received a
promotion to branch manager for Minor
Brothers Farm Supply Ltd.
Jared and Ronda (Borger) Johnson
('93,'93) live in Bellevue, Washington.
Ronda works at KGNW radio in Seattle, and
Jared is beginning work at KBSG radio, also
in Seattle.

Marriages
Arden Postma (' 86) and Deborah
Schafer, 12/27/93.
Kathy Van Essen ('90) and Kennith
Solomon, 8112/94.
Pam Postma ('91) and Mark Beckner,
7/23/94.
Joy Vis;;er ('92) and Jason DeSmit,
8112/94.
Mike Van Den Berg ('92) and Tami
Howard ('92), 7/16/94.
Marybeth Cooper ('92) and Matthew
Steigenga, 10115/94.
Jared Johnson ('93) and Ronda Borger
('93),7/2/94.
Diane Graves ('93) and Bryan Eisenga,
10/22/94.
Melanie Fisher ('94) and Ernie
Termorshuizen, 5/21/94.
Henry Van Zanten ('94) and Pamela
Pierik ('93).
Aaron Prins ('94) and Brenda De Jong
('92), 8/20/94.
Tom Broers ('94) and Tanya Watts
(ex'95),8113/94.
Kimberly Dykstra ('94) and Philip
Jongejan ('94), 8/12/94.
Brenda DeVries ('94) and Rod Wagter,
4116/94.

Bruce and Renae (Vande Kamp,'88) Goslinga, Jared Allan and Jordan Lee, 2/25/94.
Dave and Armitta Witt ('89), Elizabeth Marie, 11/21/94.
Tom and Annette (Mennega.ex'Bc) Van Voorst, Kassidy Paige, 9/28/94.
Rick and Cheryl (Posthumus,'89) Schmitt, Jerika Ruth, ItIl2/94.

Jim and Thelma (Thininga) Sawtelle ('90,' 89), Leah Renee, 10/8/94.
Bill and Tammy (Van Dyke,'90) Vanden Bos, Tucker William, 2118/94.
David and Kim (Van Ginkel, '90) Danielson, Adam Kay, 8/19/94.

John and Amy (Rus) Vander Haag ('90,'90), Reuben, I til 1194.
Scott and Diane (Fopma) Roose ('91,'89), Jenna Marie, t0112/94.
Fred and Jnlie (Ter Maaten) Broersma ('91,'92), Brandon Cart, tI/6/94.
Mark and Lanra (Tebben) Blankespoor ('92,'92), Vanessa Rae, 10/21/94.
John and Lyn (Mabrey) Howerzyl ('92,'93), Adam, 10/t3/94.
Randy and Gail (Van Middendorp,'93) Hartow, Jessica Rae, 12112193.
Jeff and Stephanie (Bleyenburg,'94) Zylstra, Zachary Scott, 8118/94.

HOMECOMING '95
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18
Alumni vs. J.V. basketball, 1:00 p.m.
Varsity men vs. Peru State, 3:00 p.m.
Varsity women vs. Peru State, 5:00 p.m.
Throughout the games, enjoy refreshments and relaxation in the
alumni hospitality room on the upper level "f the gymnasium

Talent extravaganza, 7:30 p.m.
followed by an ice cream social
If yOtl live outside of Iowa or adjoining states and wish to receive complimentary game tickets, reduced Talent Extravaganza tickets, and additional
details about all of the day's activities, call or write the Alumni Office; phone
number:(7/2) 722-6022.

CORRESPONDENCE

CLIPPING

We at Dordt College are interested in hearing how you are doing and what
kinds of events are happening in your life. Please fill out the coupon below and
mail to: Alumni Association, Dordt College,498 4th Ave. NE, Sioux Center,
Iowa 51250
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Events
Music
January 22
February 8
February 28
March 5
March 16
March 17

2:30 p.m.
8:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m.
2:30 p.m.
8:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

Concert Choir tour concert. BIHA

Faculty music recital, BIHA

8:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m.
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Organ recital, Dr. Joan Ringerwcle, BIHA
Choral concert, BIHA
Organ recital: Michael Bauer and Maria Rubis Bauer, BJHA
Violinist Roberta Diaz, Sioux County Concert Series, BJHA
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Theatre
March 2,3,4
March 9,10, II
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The Chosen Daughter, NWT
The Chosen Daughter, NWT

Art Exhibit
January 18 - February 18

Sculpture exhibit by Robert Craig from Drake
University, Gallery, BlHA Mezzanine

Campus Activities
January 20
January 27
February 3
February 18

7:30 p.m.

Travelogue, "Tahiti and Fiji: Paradise of the Pacific," RlHA

7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Campus Visit Day
Chinese Golden Dragon Acrobats, BIHA
Homecoming, Talent Extravaganza, BJHA

January 30

7:30 p.m.

Lectures
February 20
March 13

March 14

Staley Lectures: Richard Mouw, author
"Uncommon Decency," Cl60
3:30,7:30 p.m. Spring Department Lecture Series:
CI60
BJ. Haan Lecture Series: Myth and Reality in
Christian Schooling
Gloria Goris Stronks, C 160
7:30p.m.
Harro Van Brummelen, C 160
7:30p.m.

L

Sports
January 6
January 7
January 10
January 12
January 14
January 17
January 21

January24
January 25
January 26
January 28
January 31
February 2
February 4

February J I
February 13
February 14
February 16
February 18
February 18

February 21 ,23
February 24,25

5:30p.m.
2:00p.m.
TBA
7:30 p.m.
. 7:30 p.m.
2:00 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
10:00 a.m.
2:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
10:00 a.m.
2:00 a.m.
3:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:00p.m.
10:00 a.m.
2:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
5:00p.m.
7:30p.m.
10:00 a.m.
1:00 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.

MBB Trinity tournament (A)
WBB vs. Northwestern (H)
MBB Trinity toumaruent (A)
WBB vs. Huron (A)
MBB vs. York (A)
WBB vs. Briar Cliff (A)
MBB vs. Briar Cliff (A)
WBB vs. Sioux Falls (H)
MBB vs. Teikyo Westmar (A)
Indoor track,
WBB vs. Teikyo Westmar (H)
MBB vs. Northwestern (H)
WBB vs. Northwestern (A)
MBB vs. Mount Marty (A)
Indoor Track, USD
WBB vs. Peru State (A)
MBB vs. Peru State (A)
MBB vs. Teikyo Westmar (H)
WBB vs. Dakota Wesleyan (A)
Indoor track, Northwestern
WBB vs. Briar Cliff (H)
MBB vs. Briar Cliff (H)
WBB vs, Mount Marty (A)
MBB vs. York (H)
WBB vs. Buena Vista (H)
MBB vs. Dakota Wesleyan (H)
WBB vs. Teikyo Westmar (A)
MBB vs. Sioux Falls (H)
Indoor track, USD
JVBB vs. Alumni (H)
MBB vs. Peru State (H)
WBB vs. Peru State (H)
MBB NAJA Playoffs
NAIA Indoor track nationals

usn

The Voice, an outreach of Dordt
College, is sent to you as alumni and
friends of Christian higher education.
The Voice is published in October,
December, March and May to share
information about the programs, activities, and needs of the college. Send
address corrections and correspondence to VOICE, Dordt College, 498
Fourth Ave. NE, Sioux Center, IA
51250-1697.
Editorial Committee
Sally Jongsma, editor
Dawn Bakker, student writer
Luke Sche1haas, student writer
photographer
Lyle Gritters, vice president for
college advancement
Michele Van Middendorp, layout
"'~ ... COL{cQ.

.;:,'"~3: ~~
PRINT

s"'~

I)

Printed on recycled paper

6

PRINTED WITH

SOVINK

•

•

•

•

I

h

t,

•

•

•

•

v o rrc
DORDT

COLLEGE

Fall Faculty
lectures address
general
education
reform

DECEMBER,
1994
VOLUME
40 NUMBER
2

Alumni profile:
Tammy Walhof
works for public
justice

page 8
In memory of
former president
B.J. Baan
page 3

